Two patients attacked with tumors of the gums having come under my observation during the years 1853 and 1856, I have naturally been led to make some researches into the nature and treatment of these tumors.
Although these diseases have been long known and appear not to be very rare, the works on surgery and the periodicals contain but a very small number of examples.
I will use, to the best of my ability, those which I possess, to trace a monograph of epulis.
1. History.* Ambrose Pare is perhaps the earliest writer who has left us a moderately exact description of epulis. The chapter which he has devoted to this malady, as remarkable for its exactness as for its conciseness, deserves to be reproduced entire.
* I mast apprise the reader, that I do not pretend to have cited all the writers who have treated of epulis. I have consulted all that I have at my disposal, and in whose writings I thought I could find anything pertaining to this subject. There may be others, but I do not think they can be of great importance.
VOL VIII?3 Epulis.
[Jan'y, "Epulis," says he, "is a fleshy excrescence, which is formed upon the gums between the teeth, which gradually increases, sometimes being as large as an egg or larger, so that it interferes with talking and eating, emitting a salivary moisture of fetid odor; often it becomes cancerous, and then it cannot be touched ; a condition which can be recognized by the heat, pain and other accidents. That The second incisor and the second molar was loose. The operation was undertaken in the following manner. The loose teeth were first removed ; the cheek was detached from the subjacent tumor ; then with a strong, double-edged knife, the bone was divided anteriorly down to the termination of the tumor, which was removed with two blows of the chisel.
The maxillary sinus was healthy. The tumor was examined, and in it, to the great astonishment of all the spectators, was found a tooth which was recognized to be the canine.
The patient recovered."
There is nothing said, in this report, of the aspect, the color or the consistence of the tumor, the nature of which remains unknown to us. Still, the fact that it followed an abscess and contained a tooth buried in it, leads us to believe that it was simply fungous. After 
